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remembered in the Arabian Peninsular for its pros-
perity, affluence, and general justice.
On the death of Feisal, disputes broke out between
his two sons, and the Ottoman Government seized
the opportunity once more to intervene, and by
1888 Nejd had once again been completely re-
conquered. The father of Abdul Azeez Ibn Saud
found life in Riyad under the tutelage of a Turkish
governor completely insupportable, and as the Sultan
refused to elevate him to a governorship, he retired,
with many members of his family, to Koweit. This
was in 1889, an(^ a desperate effort was made by
the clan to exist on the sixty pounds a month allowed
by the Turkish Government. Some months the
money arrived, but more often its glitter attracted
the attention of some Turkish official en route, and
the al Saud were compelled to restrain their appetites
with true Arab fortitude.
Abdul Azeez Ibn Saud was then nine years of age,
and his principal memories were of privation and
suffering. Misfortune hung at the heels of his father,
but the fire and youthful ardour of Ibn Saud could
not be repressed.
In 1895, when Ibn Saud was fifteen years of age,
one, Sheikh Mobarak al Sabah, rose to eminence
in Koweit, and the inevitable dispute arose between
this new ruler and the Porte. War followed, and it
wafted into the nostrils of young Ibn Saud. Despite
his years, he proclaimed himself an ally of the Sheikh
against the Porte, found men to follow him, and
took Riyad. However, he and his few desperadoes
could not hold it.